
 

 

 
2023-2024 JPLIS PTG General Meeting 

September 12, 2023  9:15AM 

JPLIS cafeteria 

 
Meeting Called to Order and Welcome – Enjoy Donuts and Coffee! 

 

Introduction of Board Members for 2023-2024 

 -President – Jessica Schwartz 

 -Vice President – Angela Perich (vote needed to confirm) 

 -Treasurer – Bella Cutitta 

 -Corresponding Secretary – Barbara Lopez 

 -Recording Secretary – Kristin Dudish 

 

Special Vote – Filling of VP Position – Angela Perich 

 -Only members who have turned in their membership form and dues can 

vote.  

 -1st: Caitlin Alifirenka 

 -2nd: Sandy Chisholm 

 

Teacher Liaison Update: Mrs. Schiavone until retiring in December 

 -Mrs. DeSanctis is interested in the grade level grant 

  -Custodians found a bike on the grounds back in the Spring. No one 

called to claim it.     Looking to figure out who it 

belongs to or it will be donated.  

 -REMINDER! Please put names on everything, coats, lunch boxes, 

backpacks. Lost and     found is already filling up. Lost 

and found by the office or some are in or outside of   classrooms.  

 

Principal’s Report – Mr. McGinty 

 - Title 1 information: You will receive an email today regarding our 

Title 1 Status- we receive funds through the state similar to MTSS and 

intervention programs occur during EF classes. Mrs. Gavin and Mrs. Heitzer 

run this n small groups (2-3) of students throughout the day. Targeted 

assistance qualifications - need to keep count of how all funding is used.  

 -Included in the email is the Right to Know Letter.  

 -Volunteers: When volunteering in school, on field trip or classroom, 

please leave younger siblings at home when possible. PTG Meetings and some 

after school events are fine. 

 -Busses are getting on schedule quicker than last year. 

 -Drop off is getting faster, when possible move all the way up to 

keep line moving.   



 

 

  -6th grade can use the back playground.  

 -Pick up Patrol is working as design. Moved some teacher parking to 

the bus lane to create more parking during pick up. It’s a lot of cars and 

pick ups so plan according.  

 

-Questions for Mr. McGinty: Nicole Dolan: pick up is difficult for people 

with toddlers to get all the kids out. Is there a way to redesign pick up 

so they can pull their cars up and not have to get kids out of the car?  

-Mr. McGinty will look into it. They are also looking into an option to 

check in on the pick up patrol app.  

 

Treasurer’s Report – Bella Cutitta 

 -Working on changing over from Barb to Bella  

 -Working on Budget to approve at next months meeting  

 

Back to School Forms: 

PTG Membership Forms: Membership form went out as a paper copy so it was 

easier to send back in with your membership dues.  

Volunteer Form 

Directory link 

All other BTS forms were in a google form emailed home in the first PTG 

blast, please make sure you have filled that out. We need to have 

volunteers to make all of our events and committees work more smoothly. 

Please sign up!  

 

Communications: 

Email us at jplisboard@gmail.com 

Facebook Page @jplisptg 

Blackboard Connect news blast monthly 

Website - Slsd.org > JPLIS>Parents>JPLIS PTG (Parent Teacher Group) 

 

2023-2024 Committee Updates 

Sparken School Store – updated and new process – Jess Schwartz 

- Looking to revamp School Store - last year students seemed unimpressed 
with store items and we also struggled to get enough volunteers to staff 

store and lounge during the day.   

- Change to more Big ticket items in the display case  
-  Put the Sparkens into a box and do a drawing every quarter  
Still offer Lounge and other experiences.  

 

Sparken Lounge – Jess Schwartz 

 

Spartan Service Corps – Jess Schwartz 

-Community Service Club  

-70 kids last year so we need a lot of volunteers  

-Dates were just approved by McGinty 

-First Thursday of each month 330-430 in the cafeteria 

-Sign up will be sent home soon 
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Hallowmania – April Hausmann -She would like a  co-chair to manage the 

money and forms. 

-Date to be announced soon. Usually the last weekend in October.   

-Sandy Chisholm - Bella Cutitta - Sherry Graham volunteered to help.  

 

Spirit Wear – Bella Cutitta 

-6 days to go  

-$6500 in sales so far 

-another sale in the Spring  

 

Pottery Painting – 11/8 – Bella Cutitta & Jess Yenchik 

 

Blood Drive – Barbara Lopez 

-Hoping for 3/8 on the in-service day, waiting for confirmation  

-Had to change to the Red Cross because Miller does not do blood drives on 

Fridays and Fridays are the only days we could make it work with an 

inservice day.  

-Looking into having a community blood drive as well 

 

Scholastic Book Fair – Angela Perich 

-Schedule in October will send out sign up genius for volunteer 

-11/15-11/22 

 

6th Grade Musical - NEED CHAIRS!!!  

- Need a director and need multiple chairs 

- Flexible on date 

- Need to post an interest form soon if we are still doing it in the fall  

     

Color Run  - Spring (need chairs)  

-Sherry Graham volunteered to help 

 

Holiday decorating - Corrie Hagens (needs co-chair - this is her last 

year)  

 

Winter Movie Night - need a co-chair 

-Family movie night - hot chocolate - in the gym 

-Replacing Spring Movie night - it was too difficult to plan outdoor, each 

year it rained, we have pay for extra Rights if it’s shown outside.  

-Not a drop off event  

   

Yearbook – Eddee Harrison 

 

Staff Appreciation – Kristin Dudish 

-Last year’s chair Nell has binder for Kristin with all the info from 

previous years 

-Beginning of the year: all 96 staff members received a highlighters with 

a motivational welcome back note.  

-Staff receives a small gift every month or every other month with larger 

meals provided during conference week, the night they have evening 



 

 

conferences.   

-Culminating in the Staff Appreciation Week, the first week in May.  

-Marie Cenname - Caitlin Alifirenka, Bella Cutitta said they would help.  

    

Volunteers – Barbara Lopez 

In charge of all the volunteers, if you are interested in chairing an 

event or helping with something or have any questions reach out to her. 

jplisptgboard@gmail.com  

 

Open Discussion 

-Conference week/Spring Break: New parents questioned why we do the half 

days in November and have such a short spring break. Mr. McGinty said he 

would bring it up again at the next admin meeting. There used to be a week 

of half days in November and in the spring. It was then cut back to just 

November and even in recent years went from 6 half days to only 4. Parent 

would like more of a Spring Break instead.  

 

-STEM Committee/Club through the PTG - Charu Chaturvedi 

-Look into ways to start a STEM, Science club 

-Options such as Chess Club, Robotics, Coding, a STEAM sampler 

-Science Fair -  

-Science Night - instead of having it just at Liberty Bell, having it here 

so LB and Hopewell and IS can all attend.  

-Would need to be able to fundraise some designated funds for the science 

events 

 

-Southern Lehigh Moms Facebook Page - Questions about children’s lunch 

raised concerns and got heated. Here to settle the claims  

-No matter what, a child will get a lunch. It doesn’t matter if they have 

money in your account or not. If you’re out of money, your balance 

will go negative. Your child will still be allowed to eat their lunch 

but will not be able to get snacks, a 2nd lunch, extras.  

-Students here must get 2nds the first time they go through the line.   

- You can check your balance online at ezschoolpay.com to see how much 

your balance. You can see what your child is eating, how much they 

are spending each day. You may be surprised how much they are 

spending on snacks.  

-A lot of misinformation is being given by children.  

-If your child comes home with something that seems wrong or questionable, 

please reach out to the school, PTG Facebook page, or PTG board 

directly before going to another site to get potentially wrong 

information.  

 

-Suggestion Box: 5th Graders would like a suggestion box so they can have 

a say in what the school does.  

-Could set up a google form and get their email addresses so we can reach 

back out 

-Ask them what they would want to spend their Sparkens for.  
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Volunteer Suggestion: Put a sign up genius out for everything for the 

whole year. Allowing parents to plan in advance for volunteering. It 

worked at Hopewell. Another parent from a different district said that 

didn’t work for them. Will look into different ways to help working 

parents help.  

 

Thank you to everyone for coming! Next meeting October 10, 2023 at 9:15am 

in the cafeteria.  

 

Upcoming Reminders and Events: 

 

9/18 - Last day to order spirit wear! 

9/25- No School for students– Professional Learning Day 

10/9 – No School for students– Professional Learning Day 

11/8 – Pottery Painting Night 

11/15-11/22 – Scholastic Book Fair 

11/17-11/22 – Early Dismissal for students – Conferences 

11/23-11/27 – No School – Thanksgiving Holiday 

12/22-1/1 – No School – Winter Break 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 10:28am 

 1st: Bella Cutitta, 2nd: Sean McGinty 

 

Attendees:  

Principal Sean McGinty, Jessica Schwartz, Bella Cutitta, Kristin Dudish, 

Barbara Lopez, Angela Perich  

 

General Attendees: Christina Mite, Charu Chaturvedi, Caitlin Alifrenka, 

Sandy Chisholm, Jessica Yenchik, Nicole Dolan, Amber Smith, Steph Gordon, 

Daya Viradiya, Marie Cenname, Karae Coursey, Marc Kolpon, Sherry Graham, 

 

 

 

 


